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SUBJECT: MALI PRESIDENT ON OFFICIAL VISIT TO 
SAUDI ARABIA & EGYPT 

PRESIDENT MOUSSA TRAORE AND A 33 MAN DELEGATION LEFT 
BAMAKO MARCH 16 FOR OFFICIAL VISITS TO SAUDI ARABIA 
AND EGYPT. INCLUDED IN THE PRESIDENTIAL DELEGATION 
WERE THREE MEMBERS OF MALI'S 11 MEMBER RULING MILITARY 
COMMITTEE: (1) MAJOR FILIFING SISSOKO, PERMANENT 
SECRETARY OF THE MILITARY COMMITTEE, (2) MAJOR KARIM 
DEMBELE, TRANSPORT, TELECOMMUNICATIONS, AND TOURISM 
MINISTER; AND (3) MAJOR TIEKORO BAGAYOKO, CHIEF OF 
SECURITY. LABOR MINISTER, SORI COULIBALY, THE ONLY 
CIVILIAN CABINET MINISTER REPRESENTED ON THE MILITARY 
COMMITTEE IS ALSO A MEMBER OF THE DELEGATION. HE IS A 
CLOSE ADVISOR TO PRESIDENT TRAORE. PROTOCOL 
CHIEF MOUSSA LEO KEITA ALSO ON DELEGATION IS 
FORMER MALIAN AMBASSADOR TO U.S. 

2. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS FROM SAUDI AND EGYPTIAN 
DIPLOMATS BAMAKO THAT PURPOSE OF VISIT IS TO SOLICIT 
DEVELOPMENT AID. IN RESPONSE TO EMBASSY INQUIRY 
ABOUT STATUS THEIR CHARGE SLOT IN BAMAKO, SAUDI 
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COUNSELOR OF EMBASSY SAID THAT SAUDI ARABIA MAY 
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RAISE MISSION TO AMBASSADORIAL STATUS IF AND WHEN 
SUBSTANTIAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS ARE PLEDGED TO MALI. 

TO DATE, SAUDI ARABIA HAS CONTRIBUTED $10 MILLION TO 
THE MAMOUTH SENEGAL RIVER PROJECT ($3.5 BILLION ESTIMATE 
FOR COMPLETION ALL PROJECTS) AND IS BUILDING MOSQUE IN 
BAMAKO. EMBASSY NOT AWARE OF ANY EGYPTIAN AID. 

3. FOR EMBASSIES JIDDA AND CAIRO: WOULD APPRECIATE 
ANY INFORMATION REGARDING RESULTS THIS OFFICIAL VISIT. 

MCGUIRE 
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